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April 2019 Legal Current Affairs for Law 
Entrance Exam 

APRIL LEGAL CA QUIZ 7 

Directions: Study the following questions carefully and answer the 

questions given below. 

1. Abdelaziz Bouteflika stepped down from his post. He was the former 

President of which country? 

A. Germany    B. Algeria 

C. Uganda    D. France 

2. Which of the following publishing houses is all set to launch its next 2 

books #Modi Again and Saffron Swords-Centuries of Inic Resistance to 

Invaders”? 

A. Raveen Prakahsan  B. Naveen Prakshan 

C. Garuda Prakashan  D. Eastern India Company 

3. Talenmark is building India’s biggest cultural monument in which of the 

following states? 

A. Telangana   B. Odisha 

C. Uttar Pradesh   D. Kerala 

4. Which of the following countries was recently awarded the ICC Test 

Championship Mace for the consecutive 3rd year? 

A. Australia    B. Pakistan 

C. India    D. Sri Lanka 

5. Name the company which has recently partnered with ICC to restart 

World Cup Contest. 



 

 

A. Dabur    B. PepsiCo 

C. Coca Cola    D. Britannia 

6. Name the person who was recently awarded the John Dirks Canada 

Gairdner Global health award. 

A. Mahendra Kumar  B. Vikas Kumar 

C. Amar Sen    D. Vikram Patel 

7. Which of the following countries has recently honoured PM Narendra 

Modi with its highest decoration Zayed Medal? 

A. United Arab Emirates  B. South Korea 

C. Saudi Arabia   D. Maldives 

8. Which of the following countries has recently introduced harsh sharia 
laws that make adultery and homsexuality punishable by stoning to 
death? 

A. Maldives    B. Bangladesh 

C. Brunei    D. Libya 

9. Which of the following institutes was in news recently that has found a 
new enzyme which helps in breaking cell walls of bacteria? 

A. Centre for Science and Earth 

B. National Science and Nano-technology Institute 

C. Centre for Cellular & Molecular Biology 

D. All India Institute of Medical Sciences 

10. Which of the following countries has recently launched 5G Network 
for first time in the world? 

A. China    B. USA 

C. Japan    D. South Korea 



 

 

Correct answers: 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

B C D C D D A C C D 

 

Explanations: 

 

1. 

 

Hints to Remember 

 

Who: Abdelaziz Bouteflika 

What: steps down after 20 years in charge of Algeria 

When: published on 4th April 2019 

 

Even his critics found Abdelaziz Bouteflika’s last moments as president 

difficult to watch. After two decades in power, the Algerian leader stepped 

down on April 2nd. Slumped in a wheelchair, dressed in a baggy djellaba 

robe instead of his usual three-piece suit, he looked like a doddering old 

man roused from bed in the middle of the night. He struggled even to hand 

his letter of resignation to the head of the constitutional committee (a 

stroke in 2013 left him an invalid). Mr Bouteflika styled himself a partisan 

and a politician who fought for Algeria’s independence and led the country 

out of civil war. There was no glimpse of that man in his final public 

appearance as president, only a frail shell. 

 

Algerians flooded into the streets to celebrate a moment that was 

unthinkable two months earlier. Mr Bouteflika was tipped to win a fifth 

term as president, the only viable candidate in a stage-managed election. 

But in near-daily protests since February 16th, hundreds of thousands of 

Algerians demanded his resignation. Years of corruption and 

mismanagement had left the oil- and gas-rich country with a big deficit and 



 

 

an unemployment rate of around 12%. Mr Bouteflika’s subjects were 

unwilling to endure five more years under a president barely able to speak. 

 

For the complete information kindly visit given link: 

 

https://www.economist.com/middle-east-and-

africa/2019/04/04/abdelaziz-bouteflika-steps-down-after-20-years-in-

charge-of-algeria  

 

2. 

 

Hints to Remember 

 

Who: Garuda Prakashan 

What: launches 'Modi Again' and 'Saffron Swords' 

When: published on 1st April 2019 

 

One of India's homegrown startup publishing houses - Garuda Prakashan - 

is all set to launch its next two books '#Modi Again' and 'Saffron Swords - 

Centuries of Indic Resistance to Invaders' today after the success of its 

recently launched books - 'Urban Naxals' by Vivek Agnihotri and 'Thank you 

India' by Maria Writh. 

 

"Our aim is to bring authors, writers and creative people on a platform 

where they can generate and disseminate Bharat-centric content 

impeccably. We are pleased to bring out two highly relevant books for our 

times," said on the launch of the two new books, Garuda CEO, Sankrant 

Sanu. 

 

Aabhas' "#Modi Again: Why Modi is right for India, An Ex-Communist's 

Manifesto" is the story of someone who was raised on communist ideology 

but grew to question the dogmas he was taught in the education system. 

https://www.economist.com/middle-east-and-africa/2019/04/04/abdelaziz-bouteflika-steps-down-after-20-years-in-charge-of-algeria
https://www.economist.com/middle-east-and-africa/2019/04/04/abdelaziz-bouteflika-steps-down-after-20-years-in-charge-of-algeria
https://www.economist.com/middle-east-and-africa/2019/04/04/abdelaziz-bouteflika-steps-down-after-20-years-in-charge-of-algeria


 

 

It's a fascinating journey about decolonization, its relevance far beyond one 

election. 

 

For the complete information kindly visit given link: 

 

https://www.business-standard.com/article/news-ani/garuda-prakashan-

launches-modi-again-and-saffron-swords-119040100375_1.html  

 

3. 

 

Hints to Remember 

 

Who: Talenmark biggest cultural center in Kerala 

What: set to launch in March 2020 

When: published on 2nd April 2019 

 

India's future forward real estate company, Talenmark announced that 

their ambitious and iconic structure deemed to be "The Biggest Cultural 

Center of India" is under construction in Calicut, Kerala. The unique building 

is more than 80 per cent finished and will be ready for launch in March 

2020. The Cultural Monument that promises to be something that all 

Indians will be proud of was conceived as part of the 125 acres integrated 

township project 'Markaz Knowledge City'. Located on the Calicut-Wayanad 

National Highway in Kerala, this endeavour was initiated by the Markazu 

Saqafathi Sunniyya Trust and was taken up at the cost of Rs 3000 crore. 

 

For the complete information kindly visit give link: 

 

https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/business/465990-talenmark-

biggest-cultural-center-in-kerala-set-to-launch-in-march-2020  

 

 

https://www.business-standard.com/article/news-ani/garuda-prakashan-launches-modi-again-and-saffron-swords-119040100375_1.html
https://www.business-standard.com/article/news-ani/garuda-prakashan-launches-modi-again-and-saffron-swords-119040100375_1.html
https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/business/465990-talenmark-biggest-cultural-center-in-kerala-set-to-launch-in-march-2020
https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/business/465990-talenmark-biggest-cultural-center-in-kerala-set-to-launch-in-march-2020


 

 

4. 

 

Hints to Remember 

 

Who: India 

What: retains Test Championship for third year in a row 

When: published on 1st April 2019 

 

India retained the ICC Test Championship Mace and won the purse of $1 

million for a third year running after a memorable season that saw them 

winning their maiden series in Australia. 

 

India finished at the top of the ICC Test team rankings on the cut-off date of 

April 1 while New Zealand have ensured second place, the world body said 

in a statement. 

 

For the complete information kindly visit given link: 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/sport/cricket/india-retains-test-championship-

for-third-year-in-a-row/article26700991.ece  

 

5. 

 

Hints to Remember 

 

Who: Britannia, ICC 

What: tie up to restart World Cup contest 

When: published on 2nd April 2019 

 

Britannia Industries Ltd. partnered with the International Cricket Council 

(ICC) to bring back their World Cup lucky draw contest whereby the 

winners can watch the showpiece cricket event live. 

https://www.thehindu.com/sport/cricket/india-retains-test-championship-for-third-year-in-a-row/article26700991.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sport/cricket/india-retains-test-championship-for-third-year-in-a-row/article26700991.ece


 

 

The contest, which debuted in 1999, will have the mega prize going to 100 

consumers who will each win an all-expenses paid trip to watch a cricket 

World Cup match live in England and Wales. 

 

"The promotion is also set to offer a bouquet of experiences and rewards to 

millions of consumers who SMS a promo code (on pack). The prizes include 

a lucky draw as well as assured gifts such as e-vouchers and signed 

memorabilia from cricket legends," a statement said. 

 

World Cup 1983 winning legends Kapil Dev, Roger Binny, Syed Kirmani and 

Kris Srikkanth were present here to help kick-off the event. 

 

For the complete information kindly visit given link: 

 

https://www.business-standard.com/article/news-ians/britannia-icc-tie-up-

to-restart-world-cup-contest-119040200847_1.html  

 

6. 

 

Hints to Remember 

 

Who: Vikram Patel 

What: awarded the John Dirks Canada Gairdner Global health award 

When: published on 3rd April 2019 

 

The Gairdner Foundation announced the 2019 Canada Gairdner Award 

laureates, recognising Goa and Boston-based Vikram Patel, Ph.D., F. 

Med.Sci., for his research career raising the global profile of mental health 

problems. 

 

Prof Patel has been awarded 2019 John Dirks Canada Gairdner Global 

Health Award for his world-leading research in global mental health, 

https://www.business-standard.com/article/news-ians/britannia-icc-tie-up-to-restart-world-cup-contest-119040200847_1.html
https://www.business-standard.com/article/news-ians/britannia-icc-tie-up-to-restart-world-cup-contest-119040200847_1.html


 

 

generating knowledge on the burden and determinants of mental health 

problems in low-and-middle-income countries and pioneering approaches 

for the prevention and treatment of mental health in low-resource settings. 

 

Each year seven Canada Gairdner Awards are presented to honour the 

world's most significant biomedical and global health researchers. The John 

Dirks Canada Gairdner Global Health Award recognizes a contribution to 

health in the developing world. Laureates receive a $100,000 cash 

honorarium and will be formally presented with their awards on October 

24, 2019, at the annual Canada Gairdner Awards Gala in Toronto. 

 

For the complete information kindly visit given link: 

 

https://www.business-standard.com/article/news-ani/vikram-patel-

awarded-the-prestigious-john-dirks-canada-gairdner-global-health-award-

119040300273_1.html  

 

7. 

 

Hints to Remember 

 

Who: United Arab Emirates 

What: has honoured PM Narendra Modi with its highest decoration Zayed 

Medal 

When: published on 7th April 2019 

 

United Arab Emirates (UAE) President Khalifa bin Zayed bin Sultan Al 

Nahyan honoured Prime Minister Narendra Modi with the Zayed Medal. 

The award is the highest civil decoration of the country which is awarded to 

presidents, kings, and heads of states. 

 

https://www.business-standard.com/article/news-ani/vikram-patel-awarded-the-prestigious-john-dirks-canada-gairdner-global-health-award-119040300273_1.html
https://www.business-standard.com/article/news-ani/vikram-patel-awarded-the-prestigious-john-dirks-canada-gairdner-global-health-award-119040300273_1.html
https://www.business-standard.com/article/news-ani/vikram-patel-awarded-the-prestigious-john-dirks-canada-gairdner-global-health-award-119040300273_1.html


 

 

The Zayed Medal is the highest decoration awarded to kings, presidents 

and heads of states. 

 

In the past, the honour has been given to leaders of several countries, 

including Russian President Vladimir Putin, Chinese President Xi Jinping, 

and Queen of the United Kingdom Elizabeth II. 

 

India and the UAE share warm relations that received impetus after Prime 

Minister Modi paid a visit to the nation in 2015, according to the ministry of 

external affairs. 

 

The Crown Prince visited India in 2017 as the Chief Guest for Republic Day 

celebrations in New Delhi, while UAE is one of the few countries Prime 

Minister Modi has visited twice. 

 

For the complete information kindly visit given link: 

 

https://zeenews.india.com/video/india/uae-honours-pm-modi-with-zayed-

medal-for-boosting-relations-between-the-two-countries-2193345.html  

 

8. 

 

Hints to Remember 

 

Who: Brunei 

What: introduced harsh sharia laws that make adultery and homsexuality 

punishable by stoning to death 

When: published on 3rd April 2019 

 

A harsh new criminal law in Brunei — which includes death by stoning for 

sex between men or for adultery, and amputation of limbs for theft — went 

https://zeenews.india.com/video/india/uae-honours-pm-modi-with-zayed-medal-for-boosting-relations-between-the-two-countries-2193345.html
https://zeenews.india.com/video/india/uae-honours-pm-modi-with-zayed-medal-for-boosting-relations-between-the-two-countries-2193345.html


 

 

into effect on Wednesday, despite an international outcry from other 

countries, rights groups, celebrities and students. 

 

Brunei, a tiny monarchy on the island of Borneo in Southeast Asia, based its 

new penal code on Shariah, Islamic law based on the Quran and other 

writings, though interpretations of Shariah can vary widely. 

 

“Brunei’s new penal code is barbaric to the core, imposing archaic 

punishments for acts that shouldn’t even be crimes,” Phil Robertson, the 

deputy Asia director of Human Rights Watch, a nongovernmental 

organization, said in a statement. 

 

He called on the nation’s ruler, Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah, to “immediately 

suspend amputations, stoning, and all other rights-abusing provisions and 

punishments.” 

 

For the complete information kindly visit given link: 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/03/world/asia/brunei-stoning-gay-

sex.html  

 

9. 

 

Hints to Remember 

 

Who: Centre for Cellular & Molecular Biology 

What: has found a new enzyme which helps in breaking cell walls of 

bacteria 

When: published on 3rd April 2019 

 

Scientists at the Centre for Cellular & Molecular Biology (CCMB) have 

discovered a new enzyme which helps in breaking cell walls of bacteria and 

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/03/world/asia/brunei-stoning-gay-sex.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/03/world/asia/brunei-stoning-gay-sex.html


 

 

hence, offers a potential for a new drug delivery route to arrest the anti-

bacterial resistance through existing antibiotic drugs. 

 

At a press conference here on Tuesday, CCMB director Rakesh Mishra and 

senior scientist Manjula Reddy explained that it is crucial to know how cells 

grow in bacteria to understand the anti-bacterial resistance to currently 

available antibiotics. 

 

Scientists all over the world are trying to understand this phenomenon and 

the lab of Dr. Reddy has been working on how e. coli bacteria cells function, 

divide and grow to understand diseases like cholera, leprosy, tuberculosis 

and so on for the past decade. 

 

For the complete information kindly visit given link: 

 

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/enzyme-to-arrest-bacteria-

cell-growth-discovered/article26715075.ece  

 

10. 

 

Hints to Remember 

 

Who: South Korea 

What: has launched 5G Network for first time in the world 

When: published on 4th April 2019 

 

South Korea has claimed it beat the US by a matter of hours to become the 

first country to roll out a super-fast 5G mobile network, which allows users 

to download entire movies almost instantaneously. 

 

Three South Korean carriers – SK Telecom, KT and LG Uplus – launched 5G 

services at 11pm local time on Wednesday, according to media reports, but 

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/enzyme-to-arrest-bacteria-cell-growth-discovered/article26715075.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/science/enzyme-to-arrest-bacteria-cell-growth-discovered/article26715075.ece


 

 

only for a handful of celebrities in what their US rival dismissed as a 

publicity stunt. 

 

“SK Telecom [has] announced that it has activated 5G services for six 

celebrities representing Korea as of 11pm 3 April 2019,” the country’s 

biggest mobile operator said in a news release. 

 

The launch was reportedly brought forward by two days, as speculation 

mounted that the US mobile carrier Verizon planned to launch its own 

service ahead of schedule and claim the title of the world’s first 5G 

provider. 

 

For the complete information kindly visit given link: 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2019/apr/04/us-dismisses-

south-koreas-launch-of-world-first-5g-network-as-stunt  

  

https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2019/apr/04/us-dismisses-south-koreas-launch-of-world-first-5g-network-as-stunt
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2019/apr/04/us-dismisses-south-koreas-launch-of-world-first-5g-network-as-stunt


 

 

Top 10 news of the day : 7th April 2019 

1. South Korea has launched 5G Network for first time in the world. 

(Legal Current Affairs PDF of 7th April 2019) 

South Korea has claimed it beat the US by a matter of hours to become the 

first country to roll out a super-fast 5G mobile network, which allows users 

to download entire movies almost instantaneously. 

Three South Korean carriers – SK Telecom, KT and LG Uplus – launched 5G 

services at 11pm local time on Wednesday, according to media reports, but 

only for a handful of celebrities in what their US rival dismissed as a 

publicity stunt. 

“SK Telecom [has] announced that it has activated 5G services for six 

celebrities representing Korea as of 11pm 3 April 2019,” the country’s 

biggest mobile operator said in a news release. 

The launch was reportedly brought forward by two days, as speculation 

mounted that the US mobile carrier Verizon planned to launch its own 

service ahead of schedule and claim the title of the world’s first 5G 

provider. 

2. Centre for Cellular & Molecular Biology has found a new enzyme which 

helps in breaking cell walls of bacteria. 

(7th April 2019 Current Affairs in Short for CLAT 2019) 

Scientists at the Centre for Cellular & Molecular Biology (CCMB) have 

discovered a new enzyme which helps in breaking cell walls of bacteria and 

hence, offers a potential for a new drug delivery route to arrest the anti-

bacterial resistance through existing antibiotic drugs. 

At a press conference here on Tuesday, CCMB director Rakesh Mishra and 

senior scientist Manjula Reddy explained that it is crucial to know how cells 



 

 

grow in bacteria to understand the anti-bacterial resistance to currently 

available antibiotics. 

Scientists all over the world are trying to understand this phenomenon and 

the lab of Dr. Reddy has been working on how e. coli bacteria cells function, 

divide and grow to understand diseases like cholera, leprosy, tuberculosis 

and so on for the past decade. 

3. Brunei introduced harsh sharia laws that make adultery and 

homsexuality punishable by stoning to death. 

(Latest Legal Current Affairs Quiz of 7th April 2019) 

A harsh new criminal law in Brunei — which includes death by stoning for 

sex between men or for adultery, and amputation of limbs for theft — went 

into effect on Wednesday, despite an international outcry from other 

countries, rights groups, celebrities and students. 

Brunei, a tiny monarchy on the island of Borneo in Southeast Asia, based its 

new penal code on Shariah, Islamic law based on the Quran and other 

writings, though interpretations of Shariah can vary widely. 

“Brunei’s new penal code is barbaric to the core, imposing archaic 

punishments for acts that shouldn’t even be crimes,” Phil Robertson, the 

deputy Asia director of Human Rights Watch, a nongovernmental 

organization, said in a statement. 

He called on the nation’s ruler, Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah, to “immediately 

suspend amputations, stoning, and all other rights-abusing provisions and 

punishments.” 

4. United Arab Emirates has honoured PM Narendra Modi with its highest 

decoration Zayed Medal. 

(Important Current Affairs Questions and Answers of 7th April 2019 for 

CLAT 2019) 



 

 

United Arab Emirates (UAE) President Khalifa bin Zayed bin Sultan Al 

Nahyan honoured Prime Minister Narendra Modi with the Zayed Medal. 

The award is the highest civil decoration of the country which is awarded to 

presidents, kings, and heads of states. 

The Zayed Medal is the highest decoration awarded to kings, presidents 

and heads of states. 

In the past, the honour has been given to leaders of several countries, 

including Russian President Vladimir Putin, Chinese President Xi Jinping, 

and Queen of the United Kingdom Elizabeth II. 

India and the UAE share warm relations that received impetus after Prime 

Minister Modi paid a visit to the nation in 2015, according to the ministry of 

external affairs. 

The Crown Prince visited India in 2017 as the Chief Guest for Republic Day 

celebrations in New Delhi, while UAE is one of the few countries Prime 

Minister Modi has visited twice. 

5. Vikram Patel awarded the John Dirks Canada Gairdner Global health 

award. 

(7th April 2019 Today’s Current Affairs for CLAT 2019) 

The Gairdner Foundation announced the 2019 Canada Gairdner Award 

laureates, recognising Goa and Boston-based Vikram Patel, Ph.D., F. 

Med.Sci., for his research career raising the global profile of mental health 

problems. 

Prof Patel has been awarded 2019 John Dirks Canada Gairdner Global 

Health Award for his world-leading research in global mental health, 

generating knowledge on the burden and determinants of mental health 

problems in low-and-middle-income countries and pioneering approaches 

for the prevention and treatment of mental health in low-resource settings. 



 

 

Each year seven Canada Gairdner Awards are presented to honour the 

world's most significant biomedical and global health researchers. The John 

Dirks Canada Gairdner Global Health Award recognizes a contribution to 

health in the developing world. Laureates receive a $100,000 cash 

honorarium and will be formally presented with their awards on October 

24, 2019, at the annual Canada Gairdner Awards Gala in Toronto. 

6. Britannia, ICC tie up to restart World Cup contest. 

(Legal Current Affairs Questions and Answers of 7th April 2019) 

Britannia Industries Ltd. partnered with the International Cricket Council 

(ICC) to bring back their World Cup lucky draw contest whereby the 

winners can watch the showpiece cricket event live. 

The contest, which debuted in 1999, will have the mega prize going to 100 

consumers who will each win an all-expenses paid trip to watch a cricket 

World Cup match live in England and Wales. 

"The promotion is also set to offer a bouquet of experiences and rewards to 

millions of consumers who SMS a promo code (on pack). The prizes include 

a lucky draw as well as assured gifts such as e-vouchers and signed 

memorabilia from cricket legends," a statement said. 

World Cup 1983 winning legends Kapil Dev, Roger Binny, Syed Kirmani and 

Kris Srikkanth were present here to help kick-off the event. 

7. India retains Test Championship for third year in a row. 

(Top Legal Current Affairs Quiz of 7th April 2019) 

India retained the ICC Test Championship Mace and won the purse of $1 

million for a third year running after a memorable season that saw them 

winning their maiden series in Australia. 

India finished at the top of the ICC Test team rankings on the cut-off date of 

April 1 while New Zealand have ensured second place, the world body said 

in a statement. 



 

 

8. Talenmark biggest cultural center in Kerala set to launch in March 2020. 

(Top 10 Legal Objective Current Affairs Questions and Answers of 7th April 

2019) 

India's future forward real estate company, Talenmark announced that 

their ambitious and iconic structure deemed to be "The Biggest Cultural 

Center of India" is under construction in Calicut, Kerala. The unique building 

is more than 80 per cent finished and will be ready for launch in March 

2020. The Cultural Monument that promises to be something that all 

Indians will be proud of was conceived as part of the 125 acres integrated 

township project 'Markaz Knowledge City'. Located on the Calicut-Wayanad 

National Highway in Kerala, this endeavour was initiated by the Markazu 

Saqafathi Sunniyya Trust and was taken up at the cost of Rs 3000 crore. 

9. Garuda Prakashan launches 'Modi Again' and 'Saffron Swords'. 

(Legal Current Affairs and GK Questions of 7th April 2019) 

One of India's homegrown startup publishing houses - Garuda Prakashan - 

is all set to launch its next two books '#Modi Again' and 'Saffron Swords - 

Centuries of Indic Resistance to Invaders' today after the success of its 

recently launched books - 'Urban Naxals' by Vivek Agnihotri and 'Thank you 

India' by Maria Writh. 

"Our aim is to bring authors, writers and creative people on a platform 

where they can generate and disseminate Bharat-centric content 

impeccably. We are pleased to bring out two highly relevant books for our 

times," said on the launch of the two new books, Garuda CEO, Sankrant 

Sanu. 

Aabhas' "#Modi Again: Why Modi is right for India, An Ex-Communist's 

Manifesto" is the story of someone who was raised on communist ideology 

but grew to question the dogmas he was taught in the education system. 

It's a fascinating journey about decolonization, its relevance far beyond one 

election. 



 

 

10. Abdelaziz Bouteflika steps down after 20 years in charge of Algeria. 

(7th April 2019 Current Affairs Quiz for CLAT 2019) 

Even his critics found Abdelaziz Bouteflika’s last moments as president 

difficult to watch. After two decades in power, the Algerian leader stepped 

down on April 2nd. Slumped in a wheelchair, dressed in a baggy djellaba 

robe instead of his usual three-piece suit, he looked like a doddering old 

man roused from bed in the middle of the night. He struggled even to hand 

his letter of resignation to the head of the constitutional committee (a 

stroke in 2013 left him an invalid). Mr Bouteflika styled himself a partisan 

and a politician who fought for Algeria’s independence and led the country 

out of civil war. There was no glimpse of that man in his final public 

appearance as president, only a frail shell. 

Algerians flooded into the streets to celebrate a moment that was 

unthinkable two months earlier. Mr Bouteflika was tipped to win a fifth 

term as president, the only viable candidate in a stage-managed election. 

But in near-daily protests since February 16th, hundreds of thousands of 

Algerians demanded his resignation. Years of corruption and 

mismanagement had left the oil- and gas-rich country with a big deficit and 

an unemployment rate of around 12%. Mr Bouteflika’s subjects were 

unwilling to endure five more years under a president barely able to speak. 
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