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April 2019 Legal Current Affairs for Law 
Entrance Exam 

APRIL LEGAL CA QUIZ 22 

Directions: Study the following questions carefully and answer the 

questions given below. 

1. What was India’s rank in the World Press Freedom Index 2019? 

A. 136th    B. 138th  

C. 140th    D. 142nd  

2. Who among the following has recently become the 1st Indian woman 

scientist to be selected in the fellow of Royal Society in 358 years? 

A. Gagandeep Kang  B. Karanbeer Kaur 

C. Jaspreet Dhillon   D. Preeti Sahai 

3. The Supreme Court has recently determined ___________ as a ground 

to spare death row convicts from the gallows. 

A. Mental illness   B. Alzheimer's 

C. HIV/AIDS    D. Cancer 

4. Which of the following countries has successfully launched its 1st 

satellite into space under Japan’s Birds project? 

A. Malaysia    B. Italy 

C. Nepal    D. Bangladesh 

5. Who among the following astronauts is soon going to set a new record 

for longest single spaceflight by a woman? 

A. Christina Koch   B. Anne McClain 

C. Sunita Williams   D. Serena Auñón-Chancellor 



 

 

6. Jaideep Sarkar has recently been appointed as India's next High 

Commissioner to ___________ . 

A. Germany    B. South Africa 

C. Canada    D. Australia 

7. Which of the following companies has recently announced its plans to 

shut down operations in China? 

A. eBay    B. Walmart 

C. Amazon    D. Shein 

8. Indian Ships are going to participate in the International Fleet Review 

2019 in which of the following countries? 

A. USA    B. Singapore 

C. Australia    D. China 

9. The exercise “IN VPN BILATERAL EX” was recently held between India 

and ___________ . 

A. Oman    B. Ukraine 

C. Vietnam    D. Russia 

10. Who among the following is going to lead the team of NASA mission 

CubeSat to detect cosmic rays? 

A. Vaibhav Chaturvedi  B. R Khan 

C. Sanjay Manohar   D. Keshav Raghavan 
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Correct answers: 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

C A A C A B C D C D 

 

Explanations: 

 

1. 

 

Hints to Remember 

 

Who: India 

What: drops down on World Press Freedom Index 

When: published on 18th April 2019 

 

India has dropped two places on a global press freedom index to be ranked 

140th out of 180 countries in the annual Reporters Without Borders 

analysis released on Thursday, with the lead up to the ongoing Indian 

general elections flagged as a particularly dangerous time for journalists. 

 

The World Press Freedom Index 2019', topped by Norway, finds an 

increased sense of hostility towards journalists across the world, with 

violent attacks in India leading to at least six Indian journalists being killed 

in the line of their work last year. 

 

"Violence against journalists including police violence, attacks by Maoist 

fighters and reprisals by criminal groups or corrupt politicians is one of the 

most striking characteristics of the current state of press freedom in India. 

At least six Indian journalists were killed in connection with their work in 

2018. A number of doubts surround a seventh case, the index noted. 

 

These murders highlighted the many dangers that Indian journalists face, 

especially those working for non-English-language media outlets in rural 



 

 

areas, it said. Attacks against journalists by supporters of ruling BJP 

increased in the run-up to general elections in the spring of 2019, the 

analysis alleged. 

 

For the complete information kindly visit given link: 

 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/india-

drops-down-on-world-press-freedom-index/articleshow/68940683.cms  

 

2. 

 

Hints to Remember 

 

Who: Gagandeep Kang 

What: is the first Indian woman scientist to be elected Royal Society Fellow 

in 360 years 

When: published on 18th April 2019 

 

Fifty-one eminent scientists were elected as Fellows of the Royal Society on 

April 16, along with 10 new Foreign Members and one Honorary Fellow for 

their exceptional contributions to science. Among the 2019 intakes is Dr 

Gagandeep Kang, who is purportedly the first woman scientist from India to 

have received this honour, while Mumbai-born Padma Bhushan awardee Dr 

Yusuf Hamied was elected as Honorary Fellow. 

 

The Fellowship of the Society is an incredible honour in the scientific world, 

and Gagandeep Kang, along with the other new Indian Royal Fellows have 

now joined the ranks of Isaac Newton (1672), Charles Darwin (1839), 

Michael Faraday (1824), Ernest Rutherford (1903), Albert Einstein (1921), 

Dorothy Hodgkin (1947), Alan Turing (1951) and Francis Crick (1959) -- 

brilliant scientific minds who created history with their scientific work. 

 

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/india-drops-down-on-world-press-freedom-index/articleshow/68940683.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/india-drops-down-on-world-press-freedom-index/articleshow/68940683.cms


 

 

For the complete information kindly visit given link: 
 
https://www.indiatoday.in/science/story/gangandeep-kang-first-indian-
woman-scientist-to-be-elected-royal-society-fellow-1505160-2019-04-18  
 

3. 
 

Hints to Remember 

 

Who: Mental illness of death row 

What: convicts ground to spare them from gallows, says SC 

When: published on 18th April 2019 

 

In a historic verdict, the Supreme Court has given a ray of hope to people 

on death row who develop “severe mental illness” post-conviction, saying 

their health condition would now be a “mitigating” factor for appellate 

courts for sparing them from the gallows. 

 

An accused could till now take the plea of “legal insanity” under the Indian 

Penal Code (IPC) to avoid criminal prosecution and the defence was “made 

relatable to the moment when the crime is committed”. 

 

A three-judge bench headed by Justice N V Ramana spared a condemned 

prisoner, who has not been identified in the verdict owing to his mental 

condition. 

 

He was given death penalty in a barbaric rape and murder of two minor 

cousins in Maharashtra in 1999. 

 

For the complete information kindly visit given link: 

 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/mental-illness-of-death-row-

convicts-ground-to-spare-them-from-gallows-sc/article26877579.ece  

https://www.indiatoday.in/science/story/gangandeep-kang-first-indian-woman-scientist-to-be-elected-royal-society-fellow-1505160-2019-04-18
https://www.indiatoday.in/science/story/gangandeep-kang-first-indian-woman-scientist-to-be-elected-royal-society-fellow-1505160-2019-04-18
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/mental-illness-of-death-row-convicts-ground-to-spare-them-from-gallows-sc/article26877579.ece
https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/mental-illness-of-death-row-convicts-ground-to-spare-them-from-gallows-sc/article26877579.ece


 

 

4. 
 
Hints to Remember 
 
Who: Nepal 

What: launched its 1st satellite into space under Japan’s Birds project 

When: published on 18th April 2019 

 

Nepal successfully launched its first satellite NepaliSat-1 into space from 

Virginia in the United States. The satellite was developed by the Nepalese 

scientists. 

 

Nepal Prime Minister K P Sharma Oli congratulated all the scientists and 

institutions involved in the development of the satellite. He said it was a 

matter of prestige for the country to have its own satellite. Spokesperson 

for the Nepal Academy of Science and Technology, NAST, Suresh Kumar 

Dhungel said the satellite is a bid to open new paths for space engineering 

in the country. 

 

NepaliSat-1 is a low orbit satellite . It will be stationed at the International 

Space Station for a month and then it will be sent to orbit the earth. The 

satellite will take photographs on a regular basis to gather geographical 

information of the country. It weighs 1.3 kilograms, making it a small 

satellite with limited capability. 

 
For the complete information kindly visit given link: 
 
http://www.newsonair.com/Main-News-Details.aspx?id=362394  
  

5. 
 
Hints to Remember 
 
Who: Christina Koch 

http://www.newsonair.com/Main-News-Details.aspx?id=362394


 

 

What: is soon going to set a new record for longest single spaceflight by a 

woman 

When: published on 20th April 2019 

 
A National Aeronautics and Space Administration (Nasa) astronaut is all set 

to set a record for longest spaceflight by a woman. 

 
Nasa astronaut Christina Koch is going to have her mission on the 

International Space Station (ISS) extended to 328 days. This would set a 

record for the longest single spaceflight by a woman, the US space agency 

said. 

 
Nasa and its ISS partners have set a new schedule and new crew 

assignments that will include the first flight of Nasa astronaut Jessica Meir 

and an extended stay for Nasa astronaut Andrew Morgan. 

 
For the complete information kindly visit given link: 
 

https://www.indiatoday.in/science/story/nasa-astronaut-christina-koch-
record-longest-spaceflight-woman-1506301-2019-04-20  
 

6. 
 

Hints to Remember 
 

Who: Jaideep Sarkar 

What: appointed as India's next High Commissioner to South Africa 

When: published on 19th April 2019 

 

Jaideep Sarkar has been appointed as India's next High Commissioner to 

South Africa. External Affairs Ministry said in New Delhi that he is expected 

to take up the assignment shortly. 

 

Sarkar, a 1987-batch Indian Foreign Service officer, is currently serving as 

India's ambassador in Bhutan. 

https://www.indiatoday.in/science/story/nasa-astronaut-christina-koch-record-longest-spaceflight-woman-1506301-2019-04-20
https://www.indiatoday.in/science/story/nasa-astronaut-christina-koch-record-longest-spaceflight-woman-1506301-2019-04-20


 

 

He served in Indian Missions in Tokyo, Seoul and Bangladesh as well. 

 

The government also appointed Suhel Ajaz Khan, presently serving as 

India's Deputy Chief of Mission in Saudi Arabia, as next Ambassador to 

Lebanon. 

 
For the complete information kindly visit given link: 
 
http://www.newsonair.com/Main-News-Details.aspx?id=362425  
 

7. 
 
Hints to Remember 
 
Who: Amazon 

What: is shutting down its China marketplace business 

When: published on 18th April 2019 

 

Amazon is shutting down its domestic e-commerce marketplace business in 

China. 

 

The U.S. firm said it will focus on “cross-border” selling to Chinese 

consumers. 

 

Amazon has faced stiff competition from Chinese e-commerce giants 

Alibaba and  J D . c o m. It’s also been less visible in terms of marketing, and 

its differentiating factors have diminished. 

 

For the complete information kindly visit given link: 

 

https://www.cnbc.com/2019/04/18/amazon-china-marketplace-closing-

down-heres-why.html  

 

http://www.newsonair.com/Main-News-Details.aspx?id=362425
https://www.cnbc.com/2019/04/18/amazon-china-marketplace-closing-down-heres-why.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2019/04/18/amazon-china-marketplace-closing-down-heres-why.html


 

 

8. 
 
Hints to Remember 
 
Who: Indian Naval ships 

What: head towards China 

When: published on 19th April 2019 
 

Indian Navy ships are heading to Qingdao, China to participate in the 

International Fleet Review (IFR) as part of 70th anniversary celebrations of 

PLA (Navy) and will reach there on April 21. 
 

Indigenously built stealth guided missile destroyer INS Kolkata and fleet 

support ship INS Shakti are going to participate. INS Kolkata is equipped 

with state-of-the-art weapons and sensors to address threats from all 

directions in a naval warfare. 
 

Besides projecting Indian Navy’s indigenous shipbuilding capability, the 

participation of the most potent destroyer and versatile fleet support ship 

will showcase India’s strength in the waters and its reach and sustainability. 
 

INS Shakti, a replenishment ship of the Indian Navy is one of the largest 

tankers displacing over 27,000 tonnes and capable of carrying 15,000 

tonnes of liquid cargo and over 500 tonnes of solid cargo including victuals 

and ammunition. 
 

According to the official spokesperson of the Indian Navy, the harbour stay 

of Indian Navy ships will be marked by the interaction between personnel 

of participating navies, courtesy calls to various dignitaries of PLA (N) and 

government officials, professional exchanges and various sporting events. 
 

For the complete information kindly visit given link: 
 
https://www.financialexpress.com/defence/indian-navys-ins-kolkata-and-
ins-shakti-to-participate-in-china-pla-navys-70th-anniversary/1553250/  

https://www.financialexpress.com/defence/indian-navys-ins-kolkata-and-ins-shakti-to-participate-in-china-pla-navys-70th-anniversary/1553250/
https://www.financialexpress.com/defence/indian-navys-ins-kolkata-and-ins-shakti-to-participate-in-china-pla-navys-70th-anniversary/1553250/


 

 

9. 

 

Hints to Remember 

 

Who: Second Edition Of Indian Navy-Vietnam Peoples’ Navy Bilateral 

Exercise (IN – VPN BILAT EX) 

What: concluded 

When: published on 17th April 2019 

 

In the backdrop of the growing maritime engagement between India and 

Vietnam, the Indian Navy undertook the second edition of the bilateral 

maritime exercise between Indian Navy and Vietnam Peoples’ Navy at/off  

Cam Ranh Bay, Vietnam from 13 to 16 Apr 19. The maiden edition was 

conducted from 21 to 26 May 18 at Da Nang, Vietnam. The exercise was 

undertaken as a part of the ongoing Overseas Deployment of Eastern Fleet 

ships to South East Asian countries. IN Ships Kolkata under the command of 

Capt Aditya Hara and Shakti under the command of Capt Sriram Amur 

participated in the exercise, comprising a harbour and a sea phase. 

 

The Indian Navy and the Vietnam Peoples’ Navy have traditionally shared 

good relations. Conduct of the bilateral exercise on an annual basis would 

give a further fillip to the existing strong bilateral relation between the two 

countries, which since Sep 16 have been elevated to the level of 

‘Comprehensive Strategic Partnership’ after the visit of the Hon’ble PM to 

Vietnam. The Navy to Navy cooperation involves a Composite Training 

Programme in the fields of Submarine, Aviation and Dockyard training. The 

two countries have also signed an agreement to exchange White Shipping 

Information and have a running ‘Information Sharing’ programme. 

 

The Indian Navy-Vietnam Peoples’ Navy Bilateral Exercise is a significant 

step in further strengthening mutual confidence and inter-operability as 



 

 

well as sharing best practices between the Indian and the Vietnam Peoples’ 

Navies. 

 

For the complete information kindly visit given link: 
 
https://www.aviation-defence-universe.com/second-edition-of-indian-
navy-vietnam-peoples-navy-bilateral-exercise-in-vpn-bilat-ex-concludes/  
 

10. 

 

Hints to Remember 

 

Who: Keshav Raghavan 

What: is going to lead the team of NASA mission CubeSat to detect cosmic 

rays 

When: published on 15th April 2019 

 

A team led by an Indian American student has been chosen by NASA to 

have their CubeSat — a mini research satellite to detect cosmic rays — 

flown into space on future missions of the US space agency. The 

researchers from the Yale Undergraduate Aerospace Association (YUAA), 

led by 21-year-old Keshav Raghavan, are among the 16 teams across the 

country whose CubeSats will be flown into space on missions planned to 

launch in 2020, 2021 and 2022. The team’s CubeSat BLAST (Bouchet Low-

Earth Alpha/Beta Space Telescope) is named for physicist Edward A 

Bouchet — the first African American to receive a PhD in America. 

 

Students designed the satellite over the course of four years, and received 

the launch grant through NASA’s CubeSat Launch Initiative competition. 

According to the NASA, BLAST is a scientific investigation mission to map 

the distribution of galactic cosmic radiation across the night sky. The 

satellite will identify and count alpha particles and beta particles in the 

rays, and measure the radiation energy around Earth. BLAST will contribute 

https://www.aviation-defence-universe.com/second-edition-of-indian-navy-vietnam-peoples-navy-bilateral-exercise-in-vpn-bilat-ex-concludes/
https://www.aviation-defence-universe.com/second-edition-of-indian-navy-vietnam-peoples-navy-bilateral-exercise-in-vpn-bilat-ex-concludes/


 

 

to the ongoing search for the origins and nature of these rays, which will 

provide insight into the origins of the universe. 

 

For the complete information kindly visit given link: 

 

https://www.financialexpress.com/lifestyle/science/nasa-to-launch-pio-

led-teams-cubesat-a-mini-research-satellite-to-detect-cosmic-

rays/1548398/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.financialexpress.com/lifestyle/science/nasa-to-launch-pio-led-teams-cubesat-a-mini-research-satellite-to-detect-cosmic-rays/1548398/
https://www.financialexpress.com/lifestyle/science/nasa-to-launch-pio-led-teams-cubesat-a-mini-research-satellite-to-detect-cosmic-rays/1548398/
https://www.financialexpress.com/lifestyle/science/nasa-to-launch-pio-led-teams-cubesat-a-mini-research-satellite-to-detect-cosmic-rays/1548398/
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Top 10 news of the day : 22nd April 2019 

1. India drops down on World Press Freedom Index. 

(Legal Current Affairs Capsule of 22nd April 2019) 

India has dropped two places on a global press freedom index to be ranked 

140th out of 180 countries in the annual Reporters Without Borders 

analysis released on Thursday, with the lead up to the ongoing Indian 

general elections flagged as a particularly dangerous time for journalists.  

The World Press Freedom Index 2019', topped by Norway, finds an 

increased sense of hostility towards journalists across the world, with 

violent attacks in India leading to at least six Indian journalists being killed 

in the line of their work last year.  

"Violence against journalists including police violence, attacks by Maoist 

fighters and reprisals by criminal groups or corrupt politicians is one of the 

most striking characteristics of the current state of press freedom in India. 

At least six Indian journalists were killed in connection with their work in 

2018. A number of doubts surround a seventh case, the index noted.  

These murders highlighted the many dangers that Indian journalists face, 

especially those working for non-English-language media outlets in rural 

areas, it said. Attacks against journalists by supporters of ruling BJP 

increased in the run-up to general elections in the spring of 2019, the 

analysis alleged. 

2. Gagandeep Kang is the first Indian woman scientist to be elected Royal 

Society Fellow in 360 years. 

(top 10 Objective Current Affairs Quiz of 22nd April 2019 for CLAT 2019) 

Fifty-one eminent scientists were elected as Fellows of the Royal Society on 

April 16, along with 10 new Foreign Members and one Honorary Fellow for 

their exceptional contributions to science. Among the 2019 intakes is Dr 

Gagandeep Kang, who is purportedly the first woman scientist from India to 



 

 

have received this honour, while Mumbai-born Padma Bhushan awardee Dr 

Yusuf Hamied was elected as Honorary Fellow. 

The Fellowship of the Society is an incredible honour in the scientific world, 

and Gagandeep Kang, along with the other new Indian Royal Fellows have 

now joined the ranks of Isaac Newton (1672), Charles Darwin (1839), 

Michael Faraday (1824), Ernest Rutherford (1903), Albert Einstein (1921), 

Dorothy Hodgkin (1947), Alan Turing (1951) and Francis Crick (1959) -- 

brilliant scientific minds who created history with their scientific work. 

3. Mental illness of death row convicts ground to spare them from 

gallows, says SC. 

(Important Current Affairs Quiz of 22nd April 2019 for CLAT 2019) 

In a historic verdict, the Supreme Court has given a ray of hope to people 

on death row who develop “severe mental illness” post-conviction, saying 

their health condition would now be a “mitigating” factor for appellate 

courts for sparing them from the gallows. 

An accused could till now take the plea of “legal insanity” under the Indian 

Penal Code (IPC) to avoid criminal prosecution and the defence was “made 

relatable to the moment when the crime is committed”. 

A three-judge bench headed by Justice N V Ramana spared a condemned 

prisoner, who has not been identified in the verdict owing to his mental 

condition. 

He was given death penalty in a barbaric rape and murder of two minor 

cousins in Maharashtra in 1999. 

4. Nepal launched its 1st satellite into space under Japan’s Birds project. 

(Most Important Current Affairs Quiz of 22nd April 2019 for CLAT 2019) 

Nepal successfully launched its first satellite NepaliSat-1 into space from 

Virginia in the United States. The satellite was developed by the Nepalese 

scientists.  



 

 

Nepal Prime Minister K P Sharma Oli congratulated all the scientists and 

institutions involved in the development of the satellite. He said it was a 

matter of prestige for the country to have its own satellite. Spokesperson 

for the Nepal Academy of Science and Technology, NAST, Suresh Kumar 

Dhungel said the satellite is a bid to open new paths for space engineering 

in the country. 

NepaliSat-1 is a low orbit satellite . It will be stationed at the International 

Space Station for a month and then it will be sent to orbit the earth. The 

satellite will take photographs on a regular basis to gather geographical 

information of the country. It weighs 1.3 kilograms, making it a small 

satellite with limited capability. 

5. Christina Koch is soon going to set a new record for longest single 

spaceflight by a woman. 

(Current Affairs Questions and Answers of 22nd April 2019 for CLAT 2019) 

A National Aeronautics and Space Administration (Nasa) astronaut is all set 

to set a record for longest spaceflight by a woman. 

Nasa astronaut Christina Koch is going to have her mission on the 

International Space Station (ISS) extended to 328 days. This would set a 

record for the longest single spaceflight by a woman, the US space agency 

said. 

Nasa and its ISS partners have set a new schedule and new crew 

assignments that will include the first flight of Nasa astronaut Jessica Meir 

and an extended stay for Nasa astronaut Andrew Morgan. 

6. Jaideep Sarkar appointed as India's next High Commissioner to South 

Africa. 

(Latest Current Affairs PDF of 22nd April 2019 for CLAT 2019) 



 

 

Jaideep Sarkar has been appointed as India's next High Commissioner to 

South Africa. External Affairs Ministry said in New Delhi that he is expected 

to take up the assignment shortly. 

Sarkar, a 1987-batch Indian Foreign Service officer, is currently serving as 

India's ambassador in Bhutan. 

He served in Indian Missions in Tokyo, Seoul and Bangladesh as well. 

The government also appointed Suhel Ajaz Khan, presently serving as 

India's Deputy Chief of Mission in Saudi Arabia, as next Ambassador to 

Lebanon. 

7. Amazon is shutting down its China marketplace business. 

(Current Affairs in Short of 22nd April 2019 for CLAT 2019) 

Amazon is shutting down its domestic e-commerce marketplace business in 

China. 

The U.S. firm said it will focus on “cross-border” selling to Chinese 

consumers. 

Amazon has faced stiff competition from Chinese e-commerce giants 

Alibaba and JD.com. It’s also been less visible in terms of marketing, and its 

differentiating factors have diminished. 

8. Indian Naval ships head towards China. 

(Top 10 Objective Current Affairs of 22nd April 2019 for CLAT 2019) 

Indian Navy ships are heading to Qingdao, China to participate in the 

International Fleet Review (IFR) as part of 70th anniversary celebrations of 

PLA (Navy) and will reach there on April 21. 

Indigenously built stealth guided missile destroyer INS Kolkata and fleet 

support ship INS Shakti are going to participate. INS Kolkata is equipped 

with state-of-the-art weapons and sensors to address threats from all 

directions in a naval warfare. 



 

 

Besides projecting Indian Navy’s indigenous shipbuilding capability, the 

participation of the most potent destroyer and versatile fleet support ship 

will showcase India’s strength in the waters and its reach and sustainability. 

INS Shakti, a replenishment ship of the Indian Navy is one of the largest 

tankers displacing over 27,000 tonnes and capable of carrying 15,000 

tonnes of liquid cargo and over 500 tonnes of solid cargo including victuals 

and ammunition. 

According to the official spokesperson of the Indian Navy, the harbour stay 

of Indian Navy ships will be marked by the interaction between personnel 

of participating navies, courtesy calls to various dignitaries of PLA (N) and 

government officials, professional exchanges and various sporting events. 

9. Second Edition Of Indian Navy-Vietnam Peoples’ Navy Bilateral Exercise 
(IN – VPN BILAT EX) concluded. 

(Top 10 MCQs on Current Affairs of 22nd April 2019 for CLAT 2019) 

In the backdrop of the growing maritime engagement between India and 

Vietnam, the Indian Navy undertook the second edition of the bilateral 

maritime exercise between Indian Navy and Vietnam Peoples’ Navy at/off  

Cam Ranh Bay, Vietnam from 13 to 16 Apr 19. The maiden edition was 

conducted from 21 to 26 May 18 at Da Nang, Vietnam. The exercise was 

undertaken as a part of the ongoing Overseas Deployment of Eastern Fleet 

ships to South East Asian countries. IN Ships Kolkata under the command of 

Capt Aditya Hara and Shakti under the command of Capt Sriram Amur 

participated in the exercise, comprising a harbour and a sea phase. 

The Indian Navy and the Vietnam Peoples’ Navy have traditionally shared 

good relations. Conduct of the bilateral exercise on an annual basis would 

give a further fillip to the existing strong bilateral relation between the two 

countries, which since Sep 16 have been elevated to the level of 

‘Comprehensive Strategic Partnership’ after the visit of the Hon’ble PM to 

Vietnam. The Navy to Navy cooperation involves a Composite Training 

Programme in the fields of Submarine, Aviation and Dockyard training. The 



 

 

two countries have also signed an agreement to exchange White Shipping 

Information and have a running ‘Information Sharing’ programme. 

The Indian Navy-Vietnam Peoples’ Navy Bilateral Exercise is a significant 

step in further strengthening mutual confidence and inter-operability as 

well as sharing best practices between the Indian and the Vietnam Peoples’ 

Navies. 

10. Keshav Raghavan is going to lead the team of NASA mission CubeSat 
to detect cosmic rays. 

(Current Affairs and GK Questions of 22nd April 2019 for CLAT 2019) 

A team led by an Indian American student has been chosen by NASA to 

have their CubeSat — a mini research satellite to detect cosmic rays — 

flown into space on future missions of the US space agency. The 

researchers from the Yale Undergraduate Aerospace Association (YUAA), 

led by 21-year-old Keshav Raghavan, are among the 16 teams across the 

country whose CubeSats will be flown into space on missions planned to 

launch in 2020, 2021 and 2022. The team’s CubeSat BLAST (Bouchet Low-

Earth Alpha/Beta Space Telescope) is named for physicist Edward A 

Bouchet — the first African American to receive a PhD in America. 

Students designed the satellite over the course of four years, and received 

the launch grant through NASA’s CubeSat Launch Initiative competition. 

According to the NASA, BLAST is a scientific investigation mission to map 

the distribution of galactic cosmic radiation across the night sky. The 

satellite will identify and count alpha particles and beta particles in the 

rays, and measure the radiation energy around Earth. BLAST will contribute 

to the ongoing search for the origins and nature of these rays, which will 

provide insight into the origins of the universe.  
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